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“The project represents an ideal 
opportunity to achieve a tangible 
biodiversity net gain in a strategically 
valuable location which will also 
demonstrate a local commitment to the 
environment” 
Michael Cummings 
Parks & Countryside Ranger 

Rochdale Borough Council 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Council Environmental Management 

Project: Roch Valley Wildlife Pond 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £630 

Friends of Roch Valley in partnership with Rochdale Borough Council have created a 
permanent wildlife pond adjacent to Gristlehurst Woods to enable the successful breeding of 
amphibians including common frogs, toads and palmate newts as well as supporting a host 
of invertebrate wildlife. 

Roch Valley is a green corridor following the River Roch and located between Queen’s Park 
and Springfield Park.  Gristlehurst Woods in the Heywood section of the Roch Valley is a site 
of biological interest grade A as it is classed as an ancient woodland.  The site is extremely 
well used by the population of Heywood North and the dense conurbation of Back O’ Th’ 
Moss due in part to previous works by the Friends of groups and Rochdale Borough Council 
to improve access to the site and reduce anti-social off road vehicle use.  Throughout 
lockdown the site provided numerous local people a place of natural beauty that was easy to 
access and enjoy. 

The wildlife pond will increase local biodiversity as it provides a vital haven for invertebrates, 
birds and mammals and once dense foliage is established around the pond and a range of 
plant species grow on the water’s edge it will enhance the visual appeal of a local 
greenspace. 





“…allows us to carry on providing 
inclusion while adhering to 
cleanliness and covid regulations” 
Steve McLoughlin 
Secretary 

Sandon House Community Centre 

Recipient: Sandon House Community Centre 

Project: Chairs for Sandon House Community Centre 

Fund: Projects Fund and Ward Fund 

Awarded: £3,000 

Sandon House Community Centre provides support and services to older people and people 
in need with the aim of reducing isolation, increasing employability skills; improving health 
and wellbeing and addressing financial hardship.  Working in partnership with Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing, local GP surgeries, Your Trust, NHS and local community groups, the 
centre responses to the needs of the local community.  A variety of services provided include 
a luncheon club to offer home cooked meals for reduced prices together with entertainment 
and activities to promote social inclusion and wellbeing, a drop in centre for veterans, advice 
and support for the homeless and families in crisis, and placement of volunteers to help them 
gain skills and keep them in the employability market.  Lockdowns and restrictions have 
required the community centre to adapt their services to continue to support the local 
community. 

Vinyl stacking chairs were required for Sandon House Community Centre to replace their 
existing cloth covered seating as the fabric was difficult to clean/disinfect to prevent the 
transmission of bacteria.  The new wood frame stackable chairs are upholstered in 
antibacterial vinyl that is widely used in healthcare environments as it can be wiped clean 
after use and the chairs are light weight for ease of movement. 



”The overall aim for Roch Valley is to 
create an area where wildlife can thrive 
and the community can enjoy” 
Phil Treaton 
Head of Neighbourhoods 

Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale 

Recipient: Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale 

Project: Roch Valley Hay Meadow Improvements 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £6,024.79 

Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale aims to make communities greener, safer and healthier and 
enable people to work together to bring about change in their local area.  Environmental 
projects facilitated by Groundwork improve people’s prospects as their involvement increases 
their confidence, skills, wellbeing and employability.  Support is provided to a range of 
disadvantaged groups delivered through intensive training programmes, setting up social 
enterprises, signposting to key services and mentoring and advice services.  Groundwork 
promote greener living and working with targeted sustainability support for businesses and 
residents with advice and guidance on energy and resource efficiency. 

The habitat of Roch Valley Hay Meadow is located adjacent to Heywood Cemetery and within 
the Roch Valley river corridor.  The location is a Site of Biological Importance and it has been 
left fallow for many years prior to Groundwork taking ownership.  A reduction in grassland 
management resulted in an influx of competitive species particularly Thistle and Himalayan 
Balsam reducing the swards diversity.  Groundwork purchased the 17 acre site in May 2014 
with the help of Section 106 funds allocated by Rochdale Borough Council, ensuring the Roch 
Valley can play an important role in providing public access along what previously was private 
land through the river corridor between two local authority parks (Springfield Park and Queen’s 
Park). 

Groundwork were awarded a grant from Veolia Environment Trust and Heywood Township 
that together gave them a project value of £53,000.  The project has faced a number of 
challenges that have delayed its delivery.  The grant from Veolia Environment Trust required a 
10% Contribution Third Party (CTP) payment to ‘unlock’ their contribution and a site visit from 
a GMEU ecologist to sign off the project was required before the CTP payment from Scout 
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Moor Habitat Fund could be secured.  This delay resulted in the planting season being missed 
for hedge laying as trees and shrubs are required to be dormant and birds finish nesting.  Also 
the Covid lockdowns and restrictions have meant Groundwork staff were unable to get back on 
site and delays in sourcing materials resulted in lead in times increasing significantly so the 
physical activity on site did not commence until November 2021. 

The works were carried out by a mixture of Groundwork employees and volunteers.  In 2021 
events were organised to ask the local community to help with the improvements and six 
people volunteered their time to support the activities.  Volunteers engaged were lower than 
expected, but it was probably a result of the project taking place away from residential 
properties during the start of the lifting of social distancing restrictions.  Feedback gained 
from the events noted that 80% of all those who responded had felt inspired to become more 
involved in nature and greenspaces and they had more positive interactions with their local 
community.  Improved access and interest in the site is seeing visitor numbers increase. 

This project helps to protect the site for a generation of local people to access and enjoy with 
habitat enhancements that included the laying of traditional maturing hedgerows, gapping up 
hedgerows with native deciduous mix species, installation of stock proof fencing to allow for 
grazing animals to enter the site at various points of the year to help reduce the requirement 
for mechanised management, creation of a wildlife ponds and wet flushes to encourage 
wetland plants to thrive in the existing wet areas, installation of a culvert to allow access across 
the wet flush for mechanised harvesting as required, management of invasive plant species 
and improve the existing footpaths and visitor/user experience by creating river viewing areas 
with natural seating so they can enjoy the wildlife and views of the River Roch.  Over the last 
twelve months the work on site has created new habitats (wetlands) and enhanced existing 
ones (lowland hay meadows and hedgerows) to increase biodiversity, benefit wildlife and 
provide an area for the local community to participate in activities that will improve their health 
and wellbeing. 

Over 380m of hedgerows have been laid in 2021 and they are starting to regrow 

Lines of newly planted hedgerows with tube and stake protection from grazing animals 



Recipient: Heywood Charities Fete Committee 

Project: Heywood Charities Fete 2021 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,357.10 

Heywood Charities Fete aims to develop and improve community involvement by 
encouraging as many local community and voluntary groups as possible to participate in the 
annual event.  Opportunities are created for community organisations to fund raise for the 
benefit of the Heywood community at the Fete with stalls or providing activities. 

The Fete on Sunday 5 September 2021 provided an enjoyable day for all the family.  The 
range of entertainment in Queen’s Park throughout the day celebrated tradition and 
community heritage, and promoted community spirit. 

Heywood Charities Fete Committee were awarded a grant to contribute to the entertainment 
for the event that included a circus skills workshop, birds of prey display, Punch and Judy 
show and farm experience.  Charities in attendance raised much needed funds for their 
organisations and provided the local community with information to raise their profile and 
recruit volunteers.  The audience were entertained with a performance by the Rochdale Rock 
Choir and music throughout provided by Mash Audiovisual and attractions in the park 
included fairground rides, grass racing cars and dog show. 

Heywood’s annual celebration for local worthy causes 
emulated the success of past events with the large  
numbers of people to enjoy the fun provided by  
the many attractions in Queen’s Park. 

“…it was extremely well attended with 
around 4,000.  The charities that attended 
all reported that they had doubled what they 
usually take” 
Janice Brooks 
Treasurer 

Heywood Charities Fete Committee 


